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Ascendium Invests $16 Million in Postsecondary
Education in Prisons, Math Pathways and More
Ascendium’s Board of Directors approved funding for 18 new grants totaling $16
million at its spring meeting. The approved proposals include efforts to improve
postsecondary education in prison, restructure math requirements to increase first-
year persistence, retention and completion rates and build the capacity of rural Pacific
Island postsecondary institutions to use data and collaboration to increase student
success. Read more...

UIA Completion Grants Playbook Shows How a
Little Can Go a Long Way for Student Success
The University Innovation Alliance has released its Completion Grants Playbook,
which synthesizes the experience of 11 institutions in using targeted completion grants
to increase student retention and graduation rates. The Ascendium-supported
playbook offers clear, practical guidance on how to establish and leverage such grants
for students from low-income backgrounds. Read more...

Q&A with Ed Trust: Justice Fellows Will Center
Voices of the Incarcerated in Postsecondary
Education in Prison Policy
Ascendium believes it’s essential to include the voices of incarcerated learners in
shaping policy on postsecondary education in prisons, particularly with the restoration
of Pell Grants for these learners. That’s why we supported The Education Trust in its
efforts to launch the Justice Fellows Policy Program. Ascendium’s Toya Wall reached
out to Ed Trust leaders to see what’s in store for the new initiative. Read more...

Aspen Prize Highlights Outstanding
Achievements of Community Colleges
Ten finalists for the 2021 Aspen Prize for Community College Excellence were
recognized at a virtual ceremony on May 18. San Antonio College, the winner, was
awarded $600,000 for the culture of care their college leaders, advisors, faculty and
staff continuously extend to each and every student to ensure they are setting their
students up for success. The 2021 Aspen Prize is funded by Ascendium, Joyce
Foundation and Siemens Foundation. Read more...

Now Hiring
Ascendium empowers our team members with experiences, tools and support to
thrive. We're now hiring to fill the roles of Program Officer and Senior Program Officer
to support our efforts to Expand Postsecondary Education in Prison. These roles
will work with internal and external partners to elevate postsecondary education and
workforce training opportunities for incarcerated learners across the country. Find
more information and apply online here.

New Resources
University Innovation Alliance Completion Grants Playbook
The University Innovation Alliance produced a comprehensive
suite of materials to provide qualitative analysis for the
completion grants strategy and a roadmap for institutions
considering starting their own programs. With support from
Ascendium and the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, it draws on
the experiences of 11 member institutions using completion
grants to increase graduation rates for low-income learners.

Recent Grants

Remove Structural Barriers to Success

Advancing Equitable Outcomes Through Leadership Exploration

North Carolina State University | $1,803,200 | 06/2021 - 05/2024

This grant supports North Carolina State University’s Belk Center for Community
College Leadership in capacity building for presidents, senior teams and trustees of
the state’s 58 community colleges. Learner-centered leadership development is
needed to address structural barriers to student success and implement solutions
that will achieve equitable outcomes for learners from low-income backgrounds.

Streamline Key Learner Transitions

Accelerating Transfer Reform Scaling

The Aspen Institute Inc | $1,518,000 | 07/2021 - 06/2023

This grant supports The Aspen Institute in accelerating transfer reform nationally by
activating two- and four-year college leaders and leveraging networks to implement
lasting institutional change. This project will scale the adoption of effective practices
aimed at improving transfer success for learners from low-income backgrounds.

Assessing Training Success through Place-Based and
Geographic-Agnostic Program Models Scaling

Merit America | $837,000 | 05/2021 - 05/2022

This grant supports Merit America in testing service delivery models for learners
engaged in place-based programs and those engaged in geographic-agnostic
programs to compare learner completion and job placement outcomes and inform
plans for scale.

Creating Pathways to Mid-Level Tech Careers and
Educational Opportunity Exploration

Apprenti | $150,000 | 05/2021 - 04/2022

This grant supports Apprenti in determining the viability of a formal partnership with
a four-year degree granting institution for the purpose of providing a pathway to a
bachelor's degree for low-income and underrepresented learners who complete
registered technology apprenticeships.

Support Rural Postsecondary Education and Workforce Training

Training Low-Income Workers for Remote Opportunities Exploration

The Foundation for Maine's Community Colleges | $535,000 | 07/2021 -
06/2024

This grant supports the Foundation for Maine's Community Colleges in building and
implementing a state-wide training program designed to prepare rural Maine
residents for success in remote working roles. Over three years, the program will
train 700+ learners and establish the Maine Advisory Council on Remote Working.

Corporate Giving

Vocational Training Initiative Other

Operation Fresh Start Inc | $250,000 | 07/2021 - 06/2023

This grant supports Operation Fresh Start in expanding the Vocational Training
Initiative, which provides young people disconnected from work and school with the
experience and skills to successfully transition into construction- or conservation-
related jobs and apprenticeships. The program includes preparation for the
industry-recognized Pre-Apprenticeship Readiness Certificate and advanced
vocational training experiences on worksites.

Just Bakery Hospitality Management Training Track Other

JustDane | $54,600 | 05/2021 - 04/2022

This grant supports JustDane in developing a Hospitality Management training
track for justice-involved individuals who are interested in admission to a college
hospitality degree program, a career in hotel or restaurant management and/or
developing their own business.

On the Go: Find Ascendium Staff in the Field
Ascendium Education Group has cancelled all staff travel plans until further notice due
to COVID-19 concerns, but we are supporting and attending virtual events. We hope
everyone stays safe and we look forward to participating in live events in the coming
months. We will continue to share past virtual event recordings, resource links and
future opportunities to connect with Ascendium staff.

 
GlobalMindED: 2021 Virtual Conference
April 1 - July 30, 2021

 American Association of Community Colleges (AACC): Annual Convention
Virtual
Thursdays in May 2021

 CLOSE IT: The CLOSE IT Summit
May 24 - 26, 2021

 Grantmakers for Effective Organizations: 2021 Learning Conference
May 24 - 26, 2021

 R/evolution: The EPIP 2021 National Virtual Conference
June 7 - 11, 2021
Danielle Vetter and Kirstin Yeado, presenters, “Place and Race - Rewriting
Rurality in Grantmaking”

 
JFF: Horizons
June 15 - 16, 2021

 
GSV Ventures: ASU+GSV Summit 
August 9 - 11, 2021 
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